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Gospels class 26: Jesus and the Four Witnesses
Scott Ashley
April 18, 2015
Good morning/afternoon,
Today we’ll continue with our studies on the Gospels, picking up the story from where we left off in John 5:24. This continues the story beginning in verse 1, where Jesus picks a man who has been lame for 38 years at the Bethesda Pool in Jerusalem and apparently heals him at random. There’s no indication that Jesus knew the man or the man knew Jesus, and the man didn’t even ask to be healed. But Jesus heals the man, then tells him to take up his pallet and walk, and the man does.

Jesus apparently does this to provoke a confrontation with the Jerusalem religious establishment, because this takes place on a Sabbath—either a weekly Sabbath or a Holy Day, because this is at one of the Feasts when everyone came to Jerusalem. And as a result of this, the members of the Jerusalem religious establishment want to kill Jesus, because in their minds He had broken the Sabbath by healing a man—which was against their rules about the Sabbath—and by telling the man to take up his pallet and walk, which was also against their rules. 

Last time we began reading from Jesus’ defense against these charges, and also the charge of blasphemy because He claimed to be divine. And this is potentially a matter of life and death, because these are capital offenses under religious law. A person could be stoned to death for breaking the Sabbath and committing blasphemy. 
We also covered another aspect of this story earlier back in John chapter 2 when Nicodemus, a member of the Sanhedrin, came to Jesus by night. And what did Nicodemus say to Jesus?

John 3:2—This man came to Jesus by night and said to Him, “Rabbi, we know that You are a teacher come from God; for no one can do these signs that You do unless God is with him.”

Again, Nicodemus is a member of the Sanhedrin. So clearly some of the religious leadership there in Jerusalem knew that Jesus was a teacher sent from God because of the miracles He worked. No indication is given as to how many of them were willing to admit that fact, but clearly some of them knew it. So keep that fact in mind as we read how Jesus responds to them. And know that Jesus knows that some of them know that He is the Messiah. After all, He has just now performed another powerful miracle.

We then went through the first part of Jesus’ defense against these charges of Sabbath-breaking and blasphemy with His comments that God the Father was always working, even on the Sabbath, and that He was working also, as we saw in John 5:17—
17  But Jesus answered them, “My Father has been working until now, and I have been working.”

Jesus said that the Father worked doing good on the Sabbath, and Jesus worked doing good on the Sabbath. And neither of these were breaking the Sabbath in God’s sight. This was the point that Jesus was making with them in His comments.
And then we went through some of Christ’s clearest statements as to His divine identity and Messiahship. And any Jew familiar with the Hebrew Scriptures would’ve clearly understood the implications of what He was saying. 

We noted how Jesus pointed out that it was actually God the Father who performed the miracles, not Jesus Himself, so they were actually accusing and condemning the Father.
We talked about Jesus’ comments that He was simply doing what His Father did and doing what His Father told Him to do just as any good son would do what his father did and told him to do. 
We covered how He said He was in complete submission to the Father’s will, as any good son would be, and this submission was motivated out of love and total agreement with and being fully of one mind with the Father.
We talked about how Jesus was the character or the “exact representation” of the Father as described in Hebrews—that one is like the die used to stamp a coin and the other is like the coin made from that die. 
And then we talked about what reasons Jesus might’ve had for provoking this confrontation with the Jerusalem religious establishment— 
First, it gave Him an opportunity to show how wrong they were in their approach to the Sabbath by making it a great burden for people. 
And second, this gave Him opportunity to more completely reveal His identity—that He wasn’t just some popular gifted teacher as a rabbi, but that He was in fact the promised Messiah, the Son of God, and God in the flesh. And that quickly summarizes what we covered earlier to bring us to where we’ll pick up the story today. 

So now let’s continue the story in John 5:24 where we break into the middle of this confrontation between Jesus and the Jerusalem religious establishment over His miracle of healing the lame man on a Sabbath. I’ll read through the rest of this chapter, and then we’ll go back and analyze what He’s saying here. Continuing in verse 24—
24  “Most assuredly, I say to you, he who hears My word and believes in Him who sent Me has everlasting life, and shall not come into judgment, but has passed from death into life.

25  “Most assuredly, I say to you, the hour is coming, and now is, when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God; and those who hear will live.

26  “For as the Father has life in Himself, so He has granted the Son to have life in Himself,

27  “and has given Him authority to execute judgment also, because He is the Son of Man.

28  “Do not marvel at this; for the hour is coming in which all who are in the graves will hear His voice

29  “and come forth—those who have done good, to the resurrection of life, and those who have done evil, to the resurrection of condemnation.

30  “I can of Myself do nothing. As I hear, I judge; and My judgment is righteous, because I do not seek My own will but the will of the Father who sent Me.

31  “If I bear witness of Myself, My witness is not true.

32  “There is another who bears witness of Me, and I know that the witness which He witnesses of Me is true.

33  “You have sent to John, and he has borne witness to the truth.

34  “Yet I do not receive testimony from man, but I say these things that you may be saved.

35  “He was the burning and shining lamp, and you were willing for a time to rejoice in his light.

36  “But I have a greater witness than John’s; for the works which the Father has given Me to finish—the very works that I do—bear witness of Me, that the Father has sent Me.

37  “And the Father Himself, who sent Me, has testified of Me. You have neither heard His voice at any time, nor seen His form.

38  “But you do not have His word abiding in you, because whom He sent, Him you do not believe.

39  “You search the Scriptures, for in them you think you have eternal life; and these are they which testify of Me.
40  “But you are not willing to come to Me that you may have life.

41  “I do not receive honor from men.

42  “But I know you, that you do not have the love of God in you.

43  “I have come in My Father’s name, and you do not receive Me; if another comes in his own name, him you will receive.

44  “How can you believe, who receive honor from one another, and do not seek the honor that comes from the only God?

45  “Do not think that I shall accuse you to the Father; there is one who accuses you—Moses, in whom you trust.

46  “For if you believed Moses, you would believe Me; for he wrote about Me.

47  “But if you do not believe his writings, how will you believe My words?”

So now let’s go back through this and seek a better understanding of what Jesus is saying here. We spent a lot of time last time covering just a few verses because there is so much meaning packed into Jesus’ words in those few verses where He talks about His relationship with the Father. We discussed how He unmistakably claims to be divine and claims that God is His Father. 

It’s interesting that John stops recording their response after verses 16 and 18, where John says that they wanted to kill Jesus for what they thought was His breaking the Sabbath by healing the man and also for claiming that God was His Father. John records only Christ’s words after that, where He drives home again and again that He is the divine Son of God. He continues the intertwining themes of judgment and life and resurrection of the dead.
So let’s pick up the story beginning today in verse 24—

24  “Most assuredly, I say to you, he who hears My word and believes in Him who sent Me has everlasting life, and shall not come into judgment, but has passed from death into life.

So here He introduces the way to eternal life—that He, Jesus Christ, is the way to eternal life. And of course, He is the only way to eternal life. And here He gives two elements of what it takes to receive eternal life—hearing His word, which in that context also meant doing and following Him and His word or teaching, and believing in the Father who sent Him. 
You didn’t just hear and believe to get eternal life. As James points out, the demons believe. So just hearing and believing aren’t enough. In that culture and context, if you heard and believed, then obviously you acted on that belief and obeyed and followed with your whole heart. There was no separation of what you believed in your heart and what you did in your life. They were inseparable, and still are. If we don’t do those, if we don’t hear and obey and believe and follow, we don’t receive God’s gift of eternal life. 
Let’s notice this connection in Hebrews 3:18. This is talking about the lack of faith on the part of the Israelites, who weren’t allowed to enter the Promised Land. And why weren’t they allowed to enter? We see the answer here:
18  And to whom did He swear that they would not enter His rest, but to those who did not obey?

19  So we see that they could not enter in because of unbelief.
We see here a direct link between unbelief and disobedience. They didn’t believe, so they disobeyed. If we don’t believe in God and what He says, we disobey. And the converse of this is that if we believe, then obviously we’re going to obey. Obedience is the evidence of faith and belief. This is why James writes that faith without works is dead. You can say you believe all you want, but the evidence of that belief or lack of belief is what you do in your life. Just holding the intellectual belief in God and His way of life doesn’t cut it. That belief must be accompanied by action.
Continuing in verse 25—
25  “Most assuredly, I say to you, the hour is coming, and now is, when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God; and those who hear will live.

There are several things to point out here. He’s talking about the future resurrection of the dead when He says “the hour is coming” when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God. He clearly sets that in the future, which we know will be at His return at the seventh trumpet for those firstfruits at His return, and then the second resurrection a thousand years later after the Millennium. 
But He also says that the hour “now is” when the dead will hear His voice and live. What does this mean? It simply means that Jesus knows that He will raise several people from the dead during His ministry, most notably Lazarus, to whom He will say, “Lazarus, come forth!”—and Lazarus walks out of the tomb. This is a type of what will happen at the resurrection of the dead. They will hear the voice of the Son of God calling them to rise out of the grave, and they will hear and live. Some will be resurrected to eternal life in the first resurrection, and some will be raised to a second physical life in the second resurrection. All of this is spelled out it in our booklets What Happens After Death? and Heaven and Hell: What Does the Bible Really Teach?, so I won’t go into all of that now.
Let’s look at something else in this verse. Last time when we covered verse 21, we talked about two kinds of “life” that are possible as a result of a relationship with Jesus Christ. One of those is eternal life in the resurrection, and the other is a new life now in this life as a result of coming to know God and His laws and His ways. The bottom line is that Jesus uses the word “life” in both ways in His teaching. 
He does something similar here with the word “dead.” He uses it at times to mean literally dead, and at times He uses it to mean spiritually dead. We see Him use both meanings in the same sentence in Matthew 8:21—
21  Then another of His disciples said to Him, “Lord, let me first go and bury my father.”
22  But Jesus said to him, “Follow Me, and let the dead bury their own dead.”
In other words, let the spiritually dead take care of burying the literally dead, because following Me is much more important. Those who are spiritually dead are alive and physically walking around, but they have no spiritual life in them. They are simply on a one-way trip to the grave. However, those who are spiritually dead can be awakened to spiritual life by and through Jesus Christ. This has happened to you and me. We were spiritually dead at one time, and the Father called us, and we responded to that call, and as Jesus said here, now we live—we have a new life as we talked about last time.
Continuing in John 5:26—
26  “For as the Father has life in Himself, so He has granted the Son to have life in Himself,

We should notice several things here.

When you see the word “for,” this indicates an explanation of what has been said before. And over the next few verses Jesus is going to explain how the dead will hear His voice and how those who hear will live.

But first He says that both He and the Father have life in Themselves. What does this mean? It means that in contrast to every other living thing or thing that has ever lived, those things needed to be created and given life. But the Father and the Son are different. They are uncreated and eternal, ever-living Beings that not only have life but also can give life. They are in a unique category. They are Gods, having eternal life and also capable of giving eternal life to others. No one had to give Them life—they have it inherently within themselves.
This is very reminiscent of John 1:1—
1  In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.

2  He was in the beginning with God.

3  All things were made through Him, and without Him nothing was made that was made.

4  In Him was life, and the life was the light of men.
So there are these two eternally existing Beings that currently make up the family of God, but Jesus goes on to explain that others will be given this gift of eternal life—though we will never be just like the Father and the Son because we are not beings who have lived for all eternity as They have.
Continuing in verse 27—
27  “and has given Him authority to execute judgment also, because He is the Son of Man.

“Son of Man” is a remez to Daniel. In the period between the ending of the Old Testament books and the first century, this term had become used of the expected Messiah. So when Jesus applies this term to Himself, He is again saying that He is the promised Messiah.

Here Jesus repeats in slightly different words what He said in verse 22—

22  “For the Father judges no one, but has committed all judgment to the Son,

judgment also, because He is the Son of Man.

And again, I think the reason the Father has given judgment to the Son is because of what we read in find the answer in Hebrews 4:15—For we do not have a High Priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but was in all points tempted as we are, yet without sin.

And also Hebrews 2:17—
17  Therefore, in all things He had to be made like His brethren, that He might be a merciful and faithful High Priest in things pertaining to God, to make propitiation for the sins of the people.

18  For in that He Himself has suffered, being tempted, He is able to aid those who are tempted.
In Jesus Christ we have a High Priest and an Intercessor and a Judge who has experienced everything we go through in this life, someone who has been tempted and tested and gone through the wringer like we have. He’s been there and done that and experienced what it is to be a human being. He knows what it’s like. Because of His experiences as a human being, Jesus would be a better judge. So this is why all judgment is committed to Him.
And what will He be judging? He continues in the next verse of John 5—
28  “Do not marvel at this; for the hour is coming in which all who are in the graves will hear His voice

29  “and come forth—those who have done good, to the resurrection of life, and those who have done evil, to the resurrection of condemnation.

Here he is talking about two resurrections—the first resurrection to life, and a second resurrection to judgment. We find these two resurrections described in Revelation 20:1-6, where there is a first resurrection of the saints at Christ’s return, then there is a second resurrection a thousand years later after the Millennium. Jesus doesn’t give all of the details here. He is just giving them the big picture here that there are two fates beyond this life—a resurrection to life, or a resurrection to judgment. And what determines which resurrection we will be in? As He says here, what we have done—either good leading to life, or evil leading to judgment or condemnation. 
The first resurrection is for the firstfruits to eternal life. What’s the second resurrection for? For physical life so those who have never known of God’s ways can learn and be judged. At the end of that period all of humanity will have one fate or the other—they will either surrender to God and be given eternal life, or they will continue doing evil and be consumed in the lake of fire.

Then there are those who are being judged at this present time, which is us. We read about this in 1 Peter 4:17—
17  For the time has come for judgment to begin at the house of God . . .
Judgment has now begun for the house or household or family of God, the Church. We are called the firstfruits of the harvest, which is what the upcoming Feast of Pentecost pictures. If you are a firstfruit, that is a unique privilege. There’s only going to be one resurrection to firstfruits, and we have the blessing and privilege to be part of that. That’s it. That’s one reason why our calling is so special. In all of eternity, there can only be one firstfruits resurrection and you and I have the calling and opportunity to be a part of that. 

And Jesus Christ is our judge. He has called us to be His followers, His talmidim. And that’s another reason we are doing these studies—so we can understand more fully what they means and what He wants us to become, because we’re going to be judged on that.
Continuing in verse 30—
30  “I can of Myself do nothing. 
He repeats what He has said earlier in verse 19, that “the Son can do nothing of Himself, but what He sees the Father do.” I think there are two meanings here. One, which we talked about last time, is that Jesus appears to be saying that He wasn’t performing the miracles, but the Father was performing the miracles through Him—so if someone was doing healings on the Sabbath, it was actually God the Father and so they were actually condemning the Father for healing on the Sabbath.    

I think that’s one meaning. I think another meaning to what He’s saying is that He also does nothing independently of the Father. That is a thread that runs through all of His comments here—the close relationship He has with the Father and how much they share one mind and one purpose. I think this meaning is borne out in what He says next in that same verse— 
As I hear, I judge; and My judgment is righteous, because I do not seek My own will but the will of the Father who sent Me.

What’s the difference between Jesus Christ’s judgment and our judgment? It’s very difficult for one human being to righteously judge another. That’s because all kinds of thing flavor and influence our judgment. It’s almost impossible for us to not show favoritism in some form. There are some people we like better than others. We may not like the way a person looks. We may not like the way a person talks. We may not like the way a person dresses. We may not like their accent, or where they’re from, or the color of their skin. Many things can prejudice our judgment toward another human being. 
We may have envy or jealousy toward another person. We may not like them because they make more money than we do. We may not like someone because they make less money than we do. We may not like them because they have more or less education than we do, or because they drive a better car, or have a more expensive house. 
Our judgment is colored by many things. We may be self-righteous, which then makes us very judgmental toward other people who aren’t as “good” as we are and don’t meet our standards. Our judgment may be colored by ignorance—ignorance of the facts, or ignorance of circumstances, or ignorance of motives. 

So how is Jesus Christ’s judgment different? It’s different because, as He said here, “I do not seek My own will but the will of the Father who sent Me.” His judgment is different because He seeks only God’s will. He seeks God’s will all the time. And you can’t get any more fair than that. He is the only judge who is free from the prejudices and many other factors than influence our human judgments. This, plus the fact that He has lived as a human being and knows what this experience is like, makes Him the perfect judge for humanity. 

Now he shifts gears with the theme of judgment because, after all, they have accused Him and want to kill Him. They have accused Him of breaking the Sabbath and of making Himself equal with God. He beings calling forth His witnesses who will testify on His behalf that He is not guilty of these charges. So He starts off by saying, as we read in verse 31—
31  “If I bear witness of Myself, My witness is not true.

What does this mean? This doesn’t mean that what he will say is not true, He’s just saying that His own testimony here wasn’t considered legally valid. Everyone there knew that a witness’s unsupported testimony about himself wasn’t legally valid. It had to have support from the testimony of others to be valid in a legal setting. So He acknowledges what everyone there understood. But He says this to emphasize that He doesn’t need to testify about Himself, because He has plenty of other witnesses who will support and defend Him. 
We find the legal principle at work here in Deuteronomy 19:15—
15  “One witness shall not rise against a man concerning any iniquity or any sin that he commits; by the mouth of two or three witnesses the matter shall be established.

We’ve seen this principle of two witnesses come up multiple times so far in the Gospels. We saw it with Simeon and Anna when Jesus is brought to the temple as a baby and they testify that He is the Messiah. We saw it at Jesus’ baptism when John the Baptizer and God the Father proclaim Jesus as the Messiah and Son of God. And now, since this is a legal accusation lodged against Him, Jesus begins listing the witnesses that testify on His behalf. 

He now begins giving the testimony of witnesses on His behalf.

So let’s read through what He says and see what these witnesses are, and how many of these you identified. Picking it up in verse 32—
32  “There is another who bears witness of Me, and I know that the witness which He witnesses of Me is true.

Who is this “another” who bears witness? It would almost have to be referring to God the Father here, because He has been talking about the Father a great deal up to this point. He doesn’t dwell on it a great deal at this point, but just mentions it up front and will mention the Father again later. The Father bore witness of Jesus Christ, because it was through Jesus Christ that the Father did certain things, such as the miracles. Jesus could not have done these things without the active involvement and witness of the Father.

Then Jesus gives another witness—
33  “You have sent to John, and he has borne witness to the truth.

Who is this witness? John the Baptizer. John bore witness to the truth and identified Jesus as the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world—something only the Messiah could do. We talked earlier about Jesus’ baptism, when both John and the Father testified that Jesus was the Son of God and Messiah. They knew about John’s preaching, and so did thousands of other people. So John was a witness that they couldn’t deny. 
34  “Yet I do not receive testimony from man, but I say these things that you may be saved.

Notice here Jesus’ motivation in explaining these things to them. His purpose isn’t to nail them to the wall, which He’s doing quite effectively, but He’s explaining these things to them so that they might be saved. And again, some of them know that He’s a teacher sent from God, but they just refuse to act correctly based on that knowledge. Continuing about John, He says—
35  “He was the burning and shining lamp, and you were willing for a time to rejoice in his light.

Notice also that Jesus refers to John in the past tense, which indicates that John at this point is locked up in prison. He’s no longer able to actively preach. We’ll soon get to the point in the story where John is executed. As for the reference to John being the burning and shining lamp, I think Jesus is using a metaphor here, saying that John’s teaching was a source of light and illumination that they enjoyed for a time before his preaching became too uncomfortable for a number of people, leading him to be imprisoned. 
Now He begins talking about another witness—
36  “But I have a greater witness than John’s; for the works which the Father has given Me to finish—the very works that I do—bear witness of Me, that the Father has sent Me.

What “works” had Jesus been doing? He has just healed a man who had been lame for 38 years. As we talked about last time, miracles like the one He had just done of healing the lame man were a clear sign of the coming of the Messiah. The people standing there knew what miracles like this were a sign of from prophecies such as Isaiah 35:5—
5  Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf shall be unstopped.

6  Then the lame shall leap like a deer, and the tongue of the dumb sing. 

A man who was lame for 38 years had just been healed. This was a sign, according to Isaiah, of the coming of the Messiah. And Jesus had earlier healed at least one other paralytic, the man lowered through the roof of the house in Capernaum. He has done many other miraculous healings by this time as well. And the Jerusalem religious establishment knows this. As we mentioned earlier, Nicodemus, a member of the Sanhedrin, had said in John 3:2 that some of them knew He was a teacher come from God, because no one could do such miracles unless God was with him.
So the works that Jesus Christ did were a witness that He was who He said He was. So you have the Father who witnessed of Him, John the Baptist who did, and the works which He did were all a witness that Jesus was who He said He was.

37  “And the Father Himself, who sent Me, has testified of Me. 
Now He specifically mentions the Father again. How was the Father a witness? Because only God can do the things that Jesus was doing. In other words, you have to be God to be able to do these things Jesus did and claimed what He claimed. Remember the amazing claims that Jesus is making here, such as that He has power over life and death and will raise people from the dead.

The Father worked through Him to do these things. Jesus was the connection between the people and the Father. This is why he said He came in the name of the Father, because He was there to represent the Father. So the people had a choice when these things happened. They could either believe that Jesus was truly the Son of God, representing the Father, and the Father did these things through Him, or they could reject that.  

So God the Father is the one whom Jesus claimed as His authority. And when He did these miraculous things, it showed that the Father did indeed did give Him that authority. He said, “Look, the Father gave Me the authority to do this.” And then He did it. So that was then a witness that the Father had done these things through Him.

You have neither heard His voice at any time, nor seen His form.

John 5:37 is a scripture that is vital to our understanding of the roles of the Father and the one who became Jesus Christ. Let’s compare this with John 1:18— 

18  No man has seen God at any time. The only begotten Son, who is in the bosom of the Father, He has declared Him. 

What this clearly tells us, clear at least to me, is that Jesus was the LORD or God of the Old Testament period who interacted with Adam and Eve, with Cain and Abel, with Noah, with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, with Moses, with the Israelites, with Joshua, and with the biblical prophets and kings. Thus He was at this time God in the flesh—Immanuel, meaning “God with us.” They and their ancestors had never seen the Father, and Jesus came to reveal Him.
Continuing in John 5:38—
38  “But you do not have His word abiding in you, because whom He sent, Him you do not believe.
Here they thought they knew the Father because of their rigid adherence to the rules that they thought made them righteous, but in reality they didn’t know God at all because they couldn’t recognize Jesus as God’s personal representative in the flesh standing right there before them.
So Jesus cites as witnesses John the Baptizer, then the miraculous works, then the Father. Now He adds one other witness.
39  “You search the Scriptures, for in them you think you have eternal life; and these are they which testify of Me.

This is really quite remarkable. How did they manage to miss Jesus Christ in the Scriptures? There were literally hundreds of prophecies that He fulfilled in His first coming, and they missed them—even though they seemed to be so familiar with and knowledgeable of the Scriptures. Yet He came to His own people, and His own people received Him not, and ended up killing Him.
And it’s no different today. His own people still do not recognize Him as Messiah, even though they know the Scriptures and know even more of the prophecies that He fulfilled. And in traditional Christianity, there are about 2 billion followers of that religion, who claim to follow Jesus Christ, but they don’t obey Him and do what He said. I’m not impugning their sincerity or their motivation at all, because many of them are very devoted to what they believe. It’s just that they don’t really see and understand Him in the Scriptures. 
So we see four witnesses that Jesus called to support Him—the Father, John the Baptizer, the works, and the Scripture – all of whom or which bore witness that Jesus was who He said He was.

40  “But you are not willing to come to Me that you may have life.

And this leads to an important question: How are we seeking God? Are we really seeking to know and draw near to God, or are we seeking God like they did? There is a difference. They didn’t search the Scriptures to find God, but to find support for their own theology. They weren’t looking for correction or to be put on the right path. They weren’t looking for what they needed to change or repent of. They weren’t looking to change their hearts and minds. 
Why do I say that? Because all we have to do is look at how they reacted to God in the flesh. They argued with Him, plotted against Him, tried to set traps for Him, and wanted to kill Him. Even though as we read here that He was offering them the way to salvation, they wanted Him dead. They didn’t have a humble and teachable heart that wanted to be corrected and perfected. They thought they were already perfect, so why listen to this upstart teacher from Galilee?
You might say that they worshipped the words of the Bible, but not the God of the Bible. They studied the Bible diligently, and memorized large portions of it, but they didn’t see God as alive and working in their lives. They didn’t see a loving Father who deeply wanted them to change and become like Him. How do we see God? Do we see God as alive and working in our lives? Do we see a loving Father who deeply wants us to change and become like Him? Do we see a God who is at work trying to create in you something wonderful, something incredible, something awesome, a God being? That’s the God that we need to see and understand in His Word.

Continuing in verse 41—
41  “I do not receive honor from men.

A big part of the problem was that they loved honor from men more than honor from God. We’ll see more of this in just a minute.

42  “But I know you, that you do not have the love of God in you.

What does He mean here by “you do not have the love of God in you”? In English the phrase “love of God” could have two very different meanings. It could mean the love that comes from God because you don’t have God’s love in you, meaning you’re selfish and not converted and not producing that fruit of love that comes from the Spirit of God.

Or it could also mean love for God, meaning you want to wholeheartedly please and obey and love Him with all of your being and you want to become just like Him. In their case, their actions showed that they didn’t have either kind of love. They didn’t have love from God because they wanted to kill the God in the flesh who was standing right before them, and they didn’t have love for God because they were so lacking in spiritual understanding of who and what God is and what He wanted that they couldn’t recognize God who was right there among them. So they utterly failed in the love of God on both counts. They didn’t have love from God in them, nor did they exhibit love for God in what they did.
He then goes on to illustrate in the next verse how they are so lacking in love for God that they fail to understand and recognize the very One that God Himself sent to them.
43  “I have come in My Father’s name, and you do not receive Me; if another comes in his own name, him you will receive.

What is He saying here? He’s saying that He has come as the direct personal representative of God the Father, to reveal the Father to them, but they were rejecting Him. Why? Because they were so far from God and so lacking in understanding of God that they completely missed who He was and what He was all about. They were just on a totally different mental and spiritual wavelength. On the other hand, if someone came to them and told them what they wanted to hear, or that agreed with their ideas, they would’ve readily accepted him.
Now He returns to the theme of receiving honor from men as opposed to honor from God.
44  “How can you believe, who receive honor from one another, and do not seek the honor that comes from the only God?

This is what these people did—they sought the honor and acclamation of men rather than the acclamation and honor of God. This is another aspect of why the religious leaders, scribes, Pharisees and the Sadducees rejected Jesus Christ—they desired the praise of men. We see this reflected in the things that Jesus said. We see some of that in His Sermon on the Mount, but I want to draw our attention to Matthew 23:5—
5  “But all their works they do to be seen by men. They make their phylacteries broad and enlarge the borders of their garments.

6  “They love the best places at feasts, the best seats in the synagogues,

7  “greetings in the marketplaces, and to be called by men, ‘Rabbi, Rabbi.’

8  “But you, do not be called ‘Rabbi’; for One is your Teacher, the Christ, and you are all brethren.

9  “Do not call anyone on earth your father; for One is your Father, He who is in heaven.

10  “And do not be called teachers; for One is your Teacher, the Christ.

11  “But he who is greatest among you shall be your servant.

12  “And whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted.

What do we see here? They dressed to impress others—so men would recognize them. They wanted others to see how righteous they were, so they wore elaborate religious symbols. They
did their religious duties in public so that others could see. They prayed in public places. They fasted in such a way that men could see what they were doing. He mentioned that they would look for the best seats in the front of the synagogue. They loved deferential greetings in the marketplaces. They loved the praise and honor that came from men. 
What was so spiritually poisonous about this? What kind of an effect would such things have on a person’s relationship with God? What these men were doing was measuring themselves against other men. As long as a person is measuring himself against other men, he is probably going to be content with himself. If he is content with himself, there is no need to change.

But the whole point for us is not, “Am I as good as my neighbor?” The point is, “Am I as good as Jesus Christ?” Because He is the benchmark in everything. He is the standard. It’s our responsibility to always judge ourselves against the standard, and the standard is Christ.
God tells us in Isaiah 66 (NIV)—
2  “This is the one I esteem: he who is humble and contrite in spirit, and trembles at my word.”

As long as we are comparing ourselves with other people, we’re going to be so filled with pride or envy that there will be no humility to come before God. It is the comparison with God that produces humility. When we recognize how far short we fall of the ideal, then we will humble ourselves and do anything to please Him. We will commit our life, we will commit anything. Abraham was willing to commit the most precious thing that he had—the life of his son Isaac—to please that God. That is how humbled he was.

That is the sum of those last few verses—“How can you believe, who receive honor from one another, and do not seek the honor that comes from the only God?”
Then He goes back to Moses, and back to the Word of God in verse 45—
45  “Do not think that I shall accuse you to the Father; there is one who accuses you—Moses, in whom you trust.

He’s saying here that when it comes time for their judgment, that He won’t need to stand there and accuse them because the one in whom they placed their trust and hope, Moses, would do that. They professed to be followers of Moses, yet Moses himself will condemn them for their disobedience and lack of belief.

46  “For if you believed Moses, you would believe Me; for he wrote about Me.

Jesus is here not talking just literally about Moses, but about the five books of Moses, the Pentateuch. Because Jesus the Messiah is prophesied from the first few chapters of Genesis as the offspring of the woman who would crush the head of Satan; He was prophesied to the patriarchs Abraham, Isaac and Jacob and to be a descendant of theirs; He was symbolized in the Passover story and Exodus from Egypt; He was symbolized in many aspects of the law and the sacrificial system and the tabernacle. So if they had really believed all the things Moses wrote, they would’ve believed Jesus, because Moses wrote so much about Him. Jesus fulfilled more than 300 prophecies about Himself during His first coming.
And of course, who inspired Moses to write the words that were written? Well, the Lord of the Old Testament—the One who became Jesus Christ.

And one of the specific prophecies Moses was inspire to write was Deuteronomy 18:18—
18  ‘I will raise up for them a Prophet like you from among their brethren, and will put My words in His mouth, and He shall speak to them all that I command Him.

19  ‘And it shall be that whoever will not hear My words, which He speaks in My name, I will require it of him.

God, or the One who became Jesus Christ, told Moses that He would raise up another prophet like Moses who would speak for God, and the people were to listen to and obey Him. The people Jesus is talking to claim to be obedient to Moses and thus to God, but they are actually disobeying both Moses and God by refusing to believe what they said and disobeying and refusing to believe in the one God sent.
And John 5 ends with verse 47—
47  “But if you do not believe his writings, how will you believe My words?”

These religious leaders who presented themselves as the spiritual leaders of the nation were actually dead-set against God’s Word. What was their problem? Pride and self-righteousness. Because of their pride and vanity and self-righteousness, they failed to humbly submit to God and His direction. They in fact argued against the same God who had inspired Moses!
Pride and self-righteousness are spiritual poison. So what is the antidote so we won’t make the same mistakes? To learn to understand and submit to God and His Word, we have to submit to it. That’s why we’re having these studies—to learn about the example of God in the flesh, Jesus Christ, and how we can submit to Him as our Rabbi, Teacher, Master, Lord and Head of the Church in humility, so we can become like Him in every way. 
It begins with humility and realizing that we need to change.
Any questions?
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